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gation to this conference. Other Panamanian delegates
were Jose Edgardo Lefevre, Abdiel Jose Arias, and Jose
Guillermo Ratalla.24
Dr. Alfaro served as chairman of Committee II ( dealing
with measures to be taken in case of threats or acts of
aggression), and the official report of that committee to
the Conference spoke of the "wise, intelligent direction of
one of America's outstanding men, Dr. Ricardo J. Alf aro/'25
Senor Lefevre was a member of the Second Sub-Commit-
tee of Committee I ( Protocolary Articles) ^ and Dr. Alf aro
was also one of the vice-presidents of the Conference.
Except for the Consultative Meeting of the Foreign
Ministers in 1939, at which she was the host state, I con-
sider that Panama at Petropolis enjoyed a more prominent
position, and made more important contributions, than in
any Pan American meeting in which the Republic has
been represented up to the time of this writing.
The Panamanian draft differed at the outset from that
submitted by the United States. The old Latin American
insistence on the statement of defined Rights and Duties
of States contrasted with the omission of any reference
to the subject in the Yanqui proposition. The drafts of
Colombia, Ecuador, and Mexico reiterated Panama's posi-
tion, but the conference omitted the matter from the final
text, accepting the North American argument that the
ninth international meeting of the American states, forth-
coming at Bogota, was scheduled to take up the drafting
of such a statement of principles.27
With respect to the question of just what sort of circum-
stances would bring the collective defense machinery of
the Americas into operation Panama went beyond most
of the states in referring not only to "acts or threats of
aggression*' but also to a "conflict which may threaten
or endanger the peace of the continent." The conference